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I. ACTIVITY OF PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 

PARLIAMENT 

1. Events of major importance 

Parliamentary Hearings on the elucidation of the events after April 5, 2009 

Lawmakers have held hearings on the enforcement of the Parliamentary Decision 
following the report of the Investigation Commission on the causes and consequences of 
the events after April 5, 2009, during which the information was presented by the 
Ministry of Interior, Intelligence and Security Service, Prosecutor General Office, Ministry 
of Justice and the Superior Council of Magistrates. It should be pointed out that by the 
Decision of 8 July 2010 on the report of the Investigation Commission, the Parliament 
requested, inter alia: 
 to verify the allegations of fraud in elections of April 5, 2009 and present a public 

report on the criminal cases opened after verifying the cases of parliamentary 
election frauds; 

 to verify the correctness of the information provided by the Intelligence and Security 
Service about the destruction of documents and evidences related to the events of 
April 2009 and initiate the necessary investigations to identify the responsible ones 
and holding them accountable; 

 to verify the legality of transferring administratively sanctioned people into preventive 
detention cells of the district police commissariats; 

 to verify whether the actions after 5 April 2009 by Vladimir Voronin, President of the 
Republic of Moldova, fall under the Criminal Code; 

 to take all necessary actions to identify the provocateurs who have actively 
participated in the destruction of the Houses of Parliament and the Presidency 
building and the people who caused the corporal injury to police, etc. 

The same decision stated that within 30 days since its adoption (by 8 August 2010), the 
authorized institutions (General Prosecutor Office, MIA, SIS) were to present a 
comprehensive report in plenary of the Parliament on the results of investigation of the 
events of April 2009, but the deadline set by the legislature has not been observed. 

ADEPT Note: Out of the information presented in the plenary and from debates held no clear 
evolution could be found regarding the above-mentioned issues and other issues that had to be 
resolved in short terms, the relevant institutions invoking the continuation of investigation or 
inability to find facts. Although the results of hearings were predictable, several MPs, the media 
and political commentators said they were disappointed by the submitted reports and actions 
taken to elucidate the events following the parliamentary elections of 5 April 2009. 

2. Dismissals 
Parliament took note of the resignation of Victor Bodiu PLDM MP who decided to remain 
as Secretary General of the Government and declared the mandate vacant. Central 
Electoral Commission has to file with Constitutional Court the request for validation of 
alternate candidate on the PLDM list. 
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3. Legislative acts 
Law amending and supplementing certain laws (on state duties and notary 
services). The adopted law aims to reduce the state duty for issuing of succession 
certificates and reduce payments for notary services when performing the legal 
succession acts. According to the amendments, there shall be only one state fee for 
issuing succession certificates, including those on land. 

 

Law amending and supplementing certain laws (in the area of national security). 
The adopted document ensures the harmonisation of legal framework in the area of 
national security with the legislation in force, in connection with the demilitarization of 
Intelligence and Security Service (according to the Law on the status of security and 
intelligence officer). 
 
The decision to set up an inquiry commission. Commission shall determine the 
circumstances under which the state budget has been damaged by over 5 million lei in 
the summer of 2010, when a law reducing the casino authorizing fee was promoted. The 
draft that was initially presented by the Government did not contain such facilitation, but 
it was introduced in the second reading debate on the law, although the amendment has 
not been approved by the parliamentary committee and the Government. According to 
the published text of the law, the duty for possessing six casino tables was decreased to 
180 000 lei. Subsequently, the Government challenged the law in the Constitutional 
Court and it found a violation of the Supreme Law when adopting those amendments. 
The composition of the Special Commission included the following MPs: 
 Zinaida Chistruga; 
 Oleg Reidman; 
 Anatolie Zagorodnîi; 
 Artur Reşetnicov; 
 Tudor Deliu (PLDM) 
 Iurie Apostolachi (PLDM) 
 Simion Furdui (PLDM); 
 Raisa Apolschi (PDM) 
 Valeriu Munteanu (PL). 
Within 30 days, the Commission shall present a report before the Parliament.  

4. Parliamentary control. Hearings 

Report on BCC activity 

Members of Parliament have heard the Report on the activity of the Broadcasting 
Coordinating Council (BCC) in 2010 and subsequently adopted a decision of approval, 
setting out certain tasks to be pursued. The activity of BCC members was criticized 
under various aspects, but no sanctions have been applied, and the Parliament shall 
appoint several new members of BCC and to continue to monitor the activities of this 
institution.  
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GOVERNMENT 

1. Events of major importance 

Resignation of the Minister of Justice 

By Governmental decision, Alexandru Tanase is appointed by transfer to the position of 
the judge in the Constitutional Court for a six year-term. The decision was announced 
suddenly and surprised the members of the Government and the public opinion, since 
the Minister of Justice was considered one of the promising politicians of the Liberal 
Democratic Party of Moldova (PLDM) and he was in full process of developing and 
promoting reforms in judiciary and related areas. Prime Minister Filat did not comment in 
detail the situation, being confined to the assertion that this decision belongs exclusively 
to Tanase. Initially, Tanase either did not make too many statements, confirming that he 
wanted himself to go to the Constitutional Court. Later on, Tanase gave several 
interviews and statements, whereby he hinted that he is not satisfied with how things are 
going on in the PLDM, the obstacles that have arisen in promoting some reforms and 
with the diversion from certain values that it previously subscribed for when forming the 
PLDM. 

ADEPT Note: On April 14, 2011 Alexandru Tanase sworn in as the judge of the Constitutional 
Court, but the governmental reshuffle was not carried out and another person was not appointed 
as the Minister of Justice, although the Prime Minister had announced previously that he will 
take this decision in restricted period regarding the proper candidate. 

Regulation on setting out and payment of the single social compensation 

The document is adopted to enforce the provisions of the Law on single social 
compensations and stipulated providing single social compensation in the amount of 390 
lei to the persons: 
 who benefited from pensions established under national legislation or from social 

allowances established under the Law on State social allowances for some 
categories of citizens, the size of which is up to 900 de lei for at least one month 
between January and March 2011; 

 whose right to pension under the national legislation or to social allowances 
according to the Law on state social allowances for some categories of citizens was 
established after 31 March 2011, the size of which is up to 900 lei for at least one 
month during January-March 2011. 

Single social compensation will not be granted to individuals who have the citizenship of 
the Republic of Moldova, but not residing therein, and those who are under the state's 
care. According to preliminary calculations, the single compensation will be granted to 
over 540 thousand people, and to this end 258 million lei were allocated. 

2. Appointments 
Several officials have been reappointed / appointed in positions:  
 Deputy Minister of Health, Gheorghe Ţurcanu; 
 Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and European Integration, Andrei Popov; 
 Deputy Minister of Regional Development and Construction, Veaceslav Guţuţui; 
 Deputy Minister of Transportation and Road Infrastructure, Valeriu Ciubuc; 
 Deputy Minister of Environment, Lazar Chirica; 
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 Deputy Minister of Education, Tatiana Potinga; 
 Deputy Minister of Labour, Social Protection and Family, Ana Vasilache; 
 Deputy Minister of Information Technology and Communications, Mihaela Iacob; 
 Revenco Roman is appointed as Director general of the Border Guard Service; 
 Tudor Golub is appointed as Head of Orhei Territorial Office of the State Chancellery, 

representing the Government in the territory; 
 Leonid Bujor is appointed as Senior State Adviser to the Prime Minister for Education 

and Sports; 
 Constanta Popescu-Mereacre is appointed as the Senior State Adviser to the Prime 

Minister. 

3. Dismissals 
 Maria Cojocaru-Toma is released from the position of Director of the Medicines 

Agency; 
 Andrei Iacovlev is released from the position of Deputy Director of the Agency for 

Land Relations and Cadastre; 
 from the position of representative of the Government in the territory were released 

Alim Afonin, Ion Asalciuc and Octavian Mahu. 

4. Decisions 
Decision on establishing the Joint Partnership Council. The Council is established 
to increase efficiency, effectiveness and sustainability of external assistance provided to 
Moldova by international organizations and donor countries. According to the text, the 
Council is a forum for high-level dialogue, which has the mission to further improve the 
efficacy of the process of external assistance provided to Moldova, and stipulates: 
 mutual accountability for effective external assistance through the exchange of views 

on the implementation of national development priorities; 
 harmonization of external assistance provided through programs, projects and 

budgetary support in order to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of external 
assistance; 

 evaluation of progress achieved in implementing the provisions of the Plan for 
Implementation of the partnership principles signed between the Government and 
external development partners. 

  
The decision to approve the draft law on personal data protection. The law is 
designed to create the legal framework necessary to implement Directive 95/46/EC of 
the European Parliament and European Council of 24 October 1995 on the protection of 
individuals in regard to the processing of personal data and free circulation of such data. 
Concept of personal data means any information related to an identified or identifiable 
individual (subject of personal data). Identifiable person is one who can be identified, 
directly or indirectly, by reference to an identification number or to one or more factors 
specific to his physical, physiological, psychological, economic, cultural or social identity. 
The law's scope does not extend to relations arising from:  
 processing personal data exclusively for personal and family needs, if this does not 

violate the personal rights of personal data subjects; 
 processing personal data attributed to, as established, to information that constitutes 

state secret. 
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Decisions for approval of some regulations: 

 Regulation on organization and operation of the Certification Commission; 
 Regulation on monitoring of zoonoses and zoonotic agents. 

5. Orders 
 The leadership of "Moldsilva" Agency was asked to cancel the order whereby 1,300 

hectares of forest in Hincesti district were transferred into the property of Nisporeni 
district without having consulted all stakeholders; 

 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration is to provide detailed information 
about the implementation by each ministry of the EU-Moldova Action Plan; 

 Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry, jointly with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and European Integration will verify the information about cessation by on Belarus 
authorities of issuing certificates for imports of alcoholic products from Moldova. 

6. Meetings. Statements 

Ensuring security and public order 

Prime Minister Vlad Filat convened the leaders of enforcement bodies, whom he 
requested information on the investigation of severe crimes recorded lately, as well as 
about the overall situation. Prime Minister had ordered full mobilization of all the 
structures responsible for the investigation of these cases and requested active 
involvement in this process of the institutions in charge with criminal prosecution and 
investigative functions, but also the institutions responsible for combating organized 
crime. Vlad Filat also demanded to carry out some preventive measures for crime 
prophylaxis and prevention.  

Visit at the Ministry of Education 

The Prime Minister convened an extended meeting at the Ministry of Education, which 
discussed the reform agenda, the existing problems and solutions that are appropriate. 
Specific themes were the development of the draft Education Code and development of 
the long-term Education Strategy, the Concept of Inclusive Education. The meeting also 
discussed how to organize the baccalaureate examinations. It was agreed to establish 
an additional office of Deputy Minister of Education, who will have to deal with the 
management of reforms in this sector and implementation of the e-education objective. 

Meeting with participants in the events of April 7, 2009 

The Prime Minister attended the meeting with law enforcement officers, young people 
who participated in the events of April 7, ministers and heads of state institutions that 
investigate these events. Vlad Filat mentioned that the purpose of this meeting is to 
develop an open framework for communication between participants in the events in 
question and representatives of state institutions, but also to present the information 
about the actions taken by the central administration in order to elucidate the events. 
Speakers mentioned that the law enforcement institutions are in the process of 
reformation, and the events of April 2009 and their consequences are taken into account 
in developing and promoting the reform policies. Other speakers during the meeting 
were the participants who had suffered from the events, as well as police and civil 
society representatives. The Prime Minister mentioned that it is necessary to intensify 
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the actions investigating the cases related to events of April 2009, to undertake 
measures to ensure that citizens won't be any more victims of abuse and torture. 

Government will not act on protesters' requests 

Prime Minister Vlad Filat declared, referring to protests of the car owners with foreign 
registration numbers, that Government will follow the observance of the law and will not 
accept unjustified exemptions. According to the Prime Minister, when taking the decision 
to allow access on the territory of Moldova for cars with foreign registration numbers and 
older than seven years without paying the financial guarantee to customs it was 
intended to facilitate access into the country for our citizens working abroad, but such 
cars had to be in the country just a certain period of time after which to leave it. 
According to official data, now in Moldova are 3864 cars with registration numbers of the 
Republic of Bulgaria and 2465 transport units - from the Republic of Lithuania, of which 
about 650 cars were removed from the databases of those countries. In this context, 20 
criminal cases were launched for illegal entry of transport units into Moldova, and other 
23 cases are under consideration.  
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PRESIDENCY 

1. Events of major importance 

The new composition of SSC 

Interim President signed a decree establishing the Supreme Security Council (SSC) in 
its new composition, which will include the President of the country (SSC Chairman), 
Prime Minister, ministers, chairpersons of parliamentary committees, the Director of 
Intelligence and Security Service, Prosecutor General, NBM Governor, CCCEC Director 
and others. Government and public administration will provide the Supreme Security 
Council with the information necessary to conduct its activity and will provide multilateral 
assistance.  

2. Decrees 
From the composition of the Military Board of the Ministry of Defence have been 
excluded Corneliu Fuior, Andrei Rosca and Vladimir Lupan. In their place were included: 
 Vladimir Ababii, Head of Directorate on defence policy and defence planning; 
 Iurii Briceag, Head of Directorate on general inspection - General Inspector; 
 Vitalie Grosu, Executive Director of the Information and Documentation Centre on 

NATO in Moldova. 
By presidential decree, Andrei Onofrei is appointed as the Head of the SSC Service of 
the Presidential administrative staff. 

3. Meetings 

Supreme Security Council at the first meeting 

Interim President convened on April 6 the first meeting of the new composition of the 
Council, which considered the situation regarding the particularly severe and very 
severe crimes. Taking note of the information presented by the Minister of Interior and 
the Prosecutor General, the Supreme Security Council recommended the Government 
to assess the level of readiness and executing discipline within the internal affairs bodies 
and the results in combating the criminality. Government shall: 
 develop activity programs of the internal affairs bodies aimed at ensuring effective 

collaboration with civil society in order to reduce criminality level; 
 determine the need for development and adoption of some state programs in 

promoting moral values in society; 
 provide adequate information on the country's criminogenic situation and its causes; 
 consider the possibility of establishing local coordinating councils to fight crime, to 

expedite the development and promotion of draft laws on activity of police and on the 
status of police officer, on carabineers, on fighting the organized crime and National 
Strategy in this area and others. 
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II. ECONOMIC POLICIES 

1. Prices and inflation  

For T1'2011 prices rose by 3.3% ... 

According to NBS data in March the consumer price index (CPI), compared to February 
2011, was 100.8%, and compared to March 2010 - 105.8%.Since the beginning of the 
year (in March this year compared to December 2010) the prices increased by 3.3%, so 
the inflation rate for the first three months exceeded 3%. The increase of average 
consumer prices in March compared to this February was caused by higher food prices - 
by 0.7%, non-food - by 0.3% and tariffs for public services supply - by 1.7%.During the 
analysed period significant increases of food prices have been recorded for: sugar - by 
over 12%, fresh vegetables - by about 2%   fresh fruits - by 1.5% (including apple - by 
2.5%), bread and vegetable oil - by more than 1%.For non-food products the most 
visible price increases were for auto-transport fuels - over 4%, construction materials - 
by 2.5%. The services rendered to the population in the reported month recorded a 
higher tariff: housing maintenance services - by more than 3%, payment for 
maintenance and education of children in kindergarten - by about 3%, catering services - 
by about 2%.At the same time, it should be noted that in the reported month the prices 
have fallen for eggs, mutton and pork meet, fresh and frozen fish. However, this is due 
to the Easter fasting period, which caused also lower prices for meat products.  

2. Foreign trade  

The share of Moldovan exports to the EU is about 52% out of total ... 

According to the same NBS data exports of goods in February 2011 amounted to USD 
161.2 million, with about 20% more than in the previous month and by about 50% - 
compared with February 2010.In January-February 2011 the exports totalled almost 
USD 296 million, the volume that is higher than that achieved in the corresponding 
period in 2010 with over 56%. Exports of goods to the EU countries (EU-27) totalled 
153.5 million dollars (over 54% more than in January-February 2010), which is about 
52% of total exports (about 53% in January -February 2010).CIS countries were present 
in Moldovan exports with a share of 33.6% (January-February 2010 - 37.0%), which 
corresponds to over USD 99 millions. Exports of goods to these countries rose by about 
42% compared with January-February 2010.  
  
Imports of goods made in February 2011 have totalled approximately USD 357 
millions, by about 25% more than in the previous month and by about 42% - compared 
with February 2010. Imports in January-February 2011 totalled nearly USD 642 millions, 
the volume that is higher by 42% than that achieved in the corresponding period of 
previous year. Imports from European Union countries (EU-27) amounted to 
approximately USD 247 millions (with about 46% more than in January-February 2010), 
which is a share of more than 38% of total imports (37.5% in January-February 
2010).Imports of goods from CIS countries amounted to over USD 255 millions (by 
about 39% higher than in January-February 2010), which equals about 40% share in 
total imports (about 41% in January- February 2010). Significant difference in the 
evolution of exports and imports led to the accumulation in January-February 2011 of a 
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trade deficit worth USD 346 millions, with over 84 millions (32%) higher than that 
registered in January-February 2010. 

3. Wages and income  

The income of population in 2010 rose by just 1.7% in real terms ... 

Statistics show that in 2010 the population's disposable income were in average per 
person about MDL 1274 lei per month, that is higher by 9% comparative to the previous 
year. In real terms (adjusted to consumer price index) the income of population grew by 
only 1.7%. Wage payments are the most important source of income by over 42% of 
total available revenues, their contribution being decreasing compared to the year 2009 
by 2.7 percentage points. Social benefits are the second important source of income, 
contributed to household income at a rate of about 19% or 1.2 points higher than in 
2009. Revenues achieved by individual agricultural activities constitutes about 10% of 
total disposable income (+1 percentage point compared to 2009), and those of individual 
non-agricultural activities - 6.8% (+0.3 p.p.). Money transfers from abroad (remittances) 
remain an important source of household income formation, their contribution being 
almost 17% out of total revenues.  
  
Figure 1 Structure of total disposable income in 2010 

Household income, 2010 

22%
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The average monthly consumption expenditures of the population in 2010 were in 
average MDL 1,372 per person per month, increasing by about 13% compared to the 
previous year. In real terms (adjusted to consumer price index) the population spent in 
average by 5% more compared with 2009. Most traditional expenditure remains that for 
food consumption - about 41% (same as previous year). To maintain a flat a person in 
average spent about 18% of total consumption expenditures, while for clothing and 
footwear - almost 11%. Other expenditures were for health 6.4%, transportation 5%, 
communications 4.6%, housing provision 4%, and education 1.3% etc.  
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III. TRANSNISTRIA 

Second round of "5+2" consultations  

In April 4-5, 2011, in Vienna the second round of consultation in this year in "5 +2" 
format on the Transnistrian conflict settlement was held. The consultations focused on 
issues related to the perspectives for resuming formal negotiations in that format, as well 
as promoting confidence-building measures, ensuring the free movement of citizens and 
guarantees in the settlement process. Moldovan delegation headed by Deputy Prime 
Minister Eugen Carpov reiterated the call for unconditional and immediate resuming of 
official political negotiations in "5+2" format, but this issue will be discussed at the next 
meeting when it is expected to adopt a decision in this regard. The Vienna meeting also 
reviewed the ways to enhance the activity of working groups in order to facilitate the 
political dialogue on possible special legal status of Transnistrian region. It has also 
been launched the initiative to extend the activity of working groups on customs matters, 
so as to identify solutions to facilitate foreign trade of companies in Transnistrian region. 

At the meeting the head of Moldovan delegation, Eugen Carpov, tackled also the 
worrisome trends in the Security Zone, such as strengthening the unauthorized 
presence of Transnistrian law enforcement structures and continuing stalemate in the 
work of the Joint Control Commission (JCC), increasing number of incidents and cases 
of detention and arrests of Moldovan citizens, creation of obstacles to free movement of 
persons, goods and services. In this context, Moldovan delegation requested the OSCE 
representatives to conduct an independent analysis of the situation in the Security Zone 
in the light of relevant documents and to develop some recommendations and solutions. 
In this context, Transnistrian delegation noted that, in contrary, Tiraspol fulfils all 
provisions under the concluded agreements, including the search and apprehension of 
persons who are suspected by Moldovan law enforcement bodies of committing crimes, 
while the Moldovan authorities are avoiding reciprocity. 

Regarding the possible resumption of formal negotiations in "5+2" format, Transnistrian 
delegation reiterated its position on "the need to create the prerequisites so that the first 
official meeting would becomes the last one". In fact, the head of Transnistrian 
diplomacy, Vladimir Yastrebchak, has guided within the meeting in Vienna by express 
instructions of Tiraspol leader, Igor Smirnov, who insisted on a standard and consistent 
set of requirements: the need to follow the de facto legal equality of the parties in the 
conflict; observance and implementation of previously agreed arrangements etc. Also, 
on the eve of the meeting in Vienna Transnistrian representatives stressed that 
Transnistria sees its future only as an independent and sovereign state, member with 
equal rights of the international community. In such circumstances, at the end of the 
meeting, participants participants agreed that next meeting will be held in Moscow in 
June 2011. On this occasion, the Ambassador of the Republic of Moldova in Russian 
Federation, Andrei Neguta, gave an interview to radio station "Ekho Moscvy", confirming 
that in June in Moscow a new meeting in "5+2" format will be held, where the 
Transnistrian problem will be discussed in the light of establishing a special expanded 
status for this region within the Republic of Moldova, which would corresponds to both 
international law and modern international practice. The Ambassador Neguta made 
reference to the Aland Islands model, pointing out that Moldovan political elite would 
agree to offer to Transnistrian a status that would provide it with the right to conclude 
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international economic agreements, but without retaining some attributes like the army, 
external policy and others. 

Smirnov invited Filat 

During consultations in "5+2" format in Vienna the head of Transnistrian diplomacy, 
Vladimir Yastrebchak, conveyed to Moldovan Deputy Prime Minister for Reintegration, 
Eugen Carpov, a letter from Tiraspol leader Igor Smirnov, whereby he invited the Prime 
Minister, Vlad Filat, "to pay an official visit", proposing to choose the time and place of 
possible meetings. The declared purpose of the meeting would be to discuss a number 
of "issues of particular importance in the context of normalization of relations between 
the Republic of Moldova and Nistrian Moldovan Republic". The replica of Moldovan 
Prime Minister followed immediately - he can not pay official visits within his own country 
upon someone's invitation. At the same time, the Prime Minister Filat reiterated that he 
is ready for working meetings to address existing problems, which may approach the 
final Transnistrian settlement. On the other hand, Transnistrian diplomacy continued to 
complain to European officials, particularly to the Head of the Department of Continental 
Europe of the Foreign Ministry of France, Philippe Lefort, and to the Head of Section for 
Russian and Eastern Europe in the same ministry, Florence Ferrari about the unilateral 
actions of Moldovan side, generating situations that do not allow the creation of 
favourable conditions for a dialogue that would be equal and with mutual respect". From 
this, one may conclude that the invitation of Smirnov to Prime Minister Filat is his 
electoral manoeuvre.  

Ukrainian Ambassador reiterated his country's stance on Transnistrian settlement 

On April 6, during a lecture held at the University of Tiraspol, the Ukrainian Ambassador 
to Moldova, Sergey Pirojkov, reiterated his country's stance on Transnistrian settlement. 
According to Ukrainian Ambassador the settlement can be reached only at the 
negotiating table, using the tactics of "small steps" to enhance mutual trust, for example, 
through activity of joint working groups. The interest of Ukraine for Transnistrian 
settlement is dictated by the fact that Ukraine has a common border with Transnistrian 
region of about 450 km, and a third of this region's population are ethnic Ukrainians. 
Ukraine approaches have made Moldovan authorities to adopt in 2005 a special law on 
the principles of conflict settlement, but the adoption of this law was not consulted with 
Ukraine, and Transnistria's replica was - referendum held on 17 September 2006 on this 
region's independence and its association it with Russia. According to Ukrainian 
Ambassador this is the logic of a lack of dialogue and communication.  In this context, 
he stressed the importance that all participants should agree to resume formal 
negotiations in "5+2" format and the existing peacekeeping mission should be 
transformed into a civilian, which is possible".  
  

IV. EXTERNAL RELATIONS 

1. European integration 

Moldova - EU COEST Troika meeting 

On April 1, 2011 the meeting of Troika of the EU Council Working Group for Relations 
with Eastern Europe and Central Asia (COEST) EU-RM was held in Brussels. According 
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to a press release of Foreign Affairs and European Integration Ministry (MFA), at the 
meeting Moldovan delegation, headed by Natalia Gherman, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and European Integration has made a presentation on the actions taken by 
Moldovan Government in fulfilling its commitments towards EU. The parties discussed 
the preparations for the meeting of EU-Moldova Cooperation Council to be held on May 
5, 2011. The meeting also approached the issue of launching the negotiations on Deep 
and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement and the need to identify a timetable for 
negotiations and the need for coordinating the implementation of the Action Plan on 
liberalization of visa regime. The officials also discussed the development of the process 
to review the European Neighbourhood Policy in the context of preparation for the 
Eastern Partnership Summit, which will be held this autumn. 

The sixth round of negotiations on EU-Moldova Association Agreement 

The sixth round of negotiations on the EU-Moldova Association Agreement was held in 
Chisinau on 11 April 2011.The delegations were led by Natalia Gherman, Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and European Integration, Chief Negotiator of the Association 
Agreement, and Miroslav Lajcak, Executive Director for Europe and Central Asia in the 
European Service for External Action, EU Chief Negotiator. Following the negotiations, 
progress was made concerning the preamble, objectives and principles, the general and 
final provisions. There have been provisionally closed the negotiations on all issues 
related to political dialogue and reforms, cooperation in foreign and security policy and 
inter-human relations and the negotiations were completed on the chapter of regional 
stability. In case of the chapter of Justice, Freedom and Security, the parties have 
agreed on the provisions "the rule of law", "human rights", "protection of personal data", 
"fighting corruption" etc. The provision on free movement of persons is conditioned by 
the evolution of EU-Moldova dialogue on liberalization of visa regime, and the final 
version of the provision will be included in the Agreement following the completion of 
that dialogue. Besides, there have been provisionally closed 21 out of 24 chapters of the 
chapter of Economic Sectoral and Financial Cooperation. The parties signed a Progress 
Report on the negotiation of the Association Agreement, which will be presented at the 
meeting of EU-Moldova Cooperation Council on 5 May 2011. The next round of 
negotiations will take place in June 2011 in Brussels. 

EU Council approves the EU Strategy for Danube region 

On 15 April the Council of Foreign Ministers of the European Union approved the EU 
Strategy for Danube Region .The strategy concerns 8 EU member states and 6 non-EU 
countries (Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Ukraine and 
Moldova). Preparations for the implementation of the Strategy are ongoing. About 200 
priority actions are planned aimed at improving environmental conditions and develop 
regional economic potential. Strategy does not provide for any additional funds, but the 
use of existing funds provided under the EU cohesion policy. 

2. Bilateral cooperation 

Republic of Moldova - Romania 

On April 12, Moldovan Minister of Culture, Boris Focsa, and Romanian Minister of 
Culture and Cultural Heritage, Kelemen Hunor, have signed a cooperation agreement 
between the two ministries. The agreement will provide strategic and legal framework for 
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collaboration among cultural institutions in both countries and for development of 
common cultural projects.  

Republic of Moldova - Ukraine 

On April 7-8, Andrei Popov, Moldovan Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and European 
Integration, was in a visit to Kiev, where he attended the ordinary meeting of the Council 
of Foreign Ministers of CIS member states. In Kiev, Moldovan Deputy Foreign Minister 
had several bilateral meetings with Ukrainian officials: Ukrainian Deputy Foreign 
Minister, Yevgeny Mikitenko, Deputy Chairman of the Supreme Rada Foreign Relations 
Committee, Leonid Kojara, First Deputy Chairman of the Supreme Rada Committee for 
National Security and Defence, Sergey Grinevetsky. According to MFA press release, 
the main issue within bilateral discussions has been the perspective of resolving bilateral 
problems, especially the mutual acknowledgement of properties and completion of the 
process on demarcation of Moldovan-Ukrainian border. According to Ukrainian Foreign 
Ministry press release, the parties have also agreed on an algorithm of future actions to 
address these problems. However, being more than dry, the press releases of both 
foreign ministries did not disclose other details about the actions to be undertaken and 
any period when they will be fulfilled. We may only assume that due to the least popular 
character of actions of land transfer in the area of Palanca village to Ukraine the 
Chisinau authorities will delay solving these problems for the period after the local 
elections of 5 April 2011, when they will be less vulnerable before political opposition. 

Republic of Moldova - Russia 

A week after the visit of Moldovan Minister of Foreign Affairs, Iurie Leanca, in Moscow 
and the meeting he had with his Russian counterpart, Sergey Lavrov, on April 5, 
Moldovan Ambassador to Russia, Andrei Neguta, was summoned by the Russian 
Deputy Foreign Minister of Foreign Affairs, Grigory Karasin. Officials have discussed the 
further development of bilateral political dialogue and in particular the fulfilment of 
commitments assumed by the Republic of Moldova and Russia at the meeting between 
foreign ministers of both countries. Although neither Moldovan nor the Russian 
authorities have not express themselves on these commitments, from the declarations of 
the Russian foreign minister, Sergey Lavrov, we can deduce that these commitments 
concern granting a special status to Transnistrian region within the Republic of Moldova, 
transformation of the peacekeeping mission into one with international mandate, 
extension of the current Basic Treaty between Moldova and Russian Federation, which 
expires this year. 

Republic of Moldova - France 

On 12-14 April, Prime Minister Vlad Filat paid a working visit to France where he met 
with several French officials: Francois Fillon, French Prime Minister, Bernard Accoyer, 
Speaker of the National Assembly of French Republic, Jean- François Cope, Secretary 
General of the Union of People's Movement (UMP), members of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the National Assembly of France, Abdou Diouf, Secretary General of the 
International Organization of Francophonie (OIF), etc. The Prime Minister was 
accompanied by a group of businessmen who had meetings with French companies in 
the Association of French businessmen. 

France is a state that traditionally is reluctant towards eventual EU enlargement. Lately, 
on the background of popular movements of the Maghreb states, the traditional French 
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reluctance was supplemented by the statements on the need to change the emphasis in 
the European Neighbourhood Policy and the redirection of EU funds from the East to 
South. In this situation, the visit of Prime Minister has sought not only to boost political 
dialogue and trade cooperation with France, but also to obtain the France' support for 
Moldova' European integration process.  

During the meetings with European officials, Moldovan Prime Minister stressed that 
current governance in Chisinau aims to propel Moldova to the level of regional leader in 
reforms. According to the Prime Minister, Moldova's objective is to become an example 
and a regional leader in implementing democratic reforms, economic growth, 
observance of human rights, and getting closer to EU for Moldova means an opportunity 
to spread out the European values to East. 

French Prime Minister Francois Fillon pointed out that Moldova's rapprochement to the 
EU should take place in a natural way, without attempts to delay or accelerate this 
process. Moldova's accession to the EU will depend on the pace of internal reforms and 
the maintenance of political stability. French officials explained their support for the 
settlement of Transnistrian problem. 

During discussions with French officials the Transnistrian problem has been also 
addressed. Prime Minister Vlad Filat presented the position of Moldova on Transnistrian 
settlement, pointing out that "now is a favourable time for solving the Transnistrian 
problem. However, the conflict settlement process requires a strong political impetus 
from outside". 
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V. COMMENTS 

Energy resources get more expensive - a global phenomenon  
Iurie Gotisan  
 
Lately I witnessed several waves of fuel price increases. First, the immediate impact of 
higher prices will obviously be on the pockets of drivers. Secondly, the potential 
increases could be followed in the coming months by the effects that will be felt in all the 
activities where the cost of transportation has large shares in total costs, as well as in 
those that use petroleum products as raw materials, for example. It may happen that 
private transporters of persons would stick tough to the tariffs for travellers. However, I 
assume that price increase will be higher for the transportation of goods. It is not 
excluded that several products, including food, will get more expensive, though there 
may be some speculations made in this regard. On the other hand, such a decision will 
probably be taken by producers and traders only in the coming months, if he were to 
follow the logic of impact of price increase for the production costs. 
  
Many farmers complain that due to constant increase of prices for oil the land remains a 
fallow ground. It is of course a big problem, on one hand. On the other hand, the lands 
left unprocessed were as many as before the recent price growth. But let's suppose that 
their number will be even bigger. Perhaps the farmers will suffer directly because of 
higher prices of petrol and diesel. Perhaps the transportation of goods will suffer directly 
because of higher prices for oil .The recent "adjustments" of fuel prices, operated by gas 
stations, made the diesel more expensive, which leads for transporters to higher costs. 
Diesel prices increased by about 15% in the last half of the year, which means a cost 
increase of about 6-8% if we take into account an average share of 20-22% in total 
expenses. Some additional costs will be assimilated by operators, but some will be also 
supported by beneficiaries. There are also efficient carriers for which diesel is only 12-
15% of the costs. In their case, higher prices could reach just 2-3% of current tariff. Of 
course, there are also inefficient carriers, for which diesel represents over 30% of 
operating costs. 
  
Accordingly, it would be logical if we will witness some price increases for food sooner or 
later. Just as a visible price increase might be noticed in a month or two, if we were to 
follow the same economic reasoning, i.e. after completing the production cycle, which 
now assimilates the new fuel prices. On the other hand, it is possible that manufacturers 
will bear those costs, due to a possible decline in sales, determined by higher prices for 
products, when processors would increase the price by about 5-7% of the final 
production. As a general rule, the food could also "catch" the more expensive plastic 
packaging, for example. Things could also evolve because the price growth creates 
economic and psychological preconditions that are necessary for increasing the prices 
of first need products (particularly food). 
 
Another problem is the increasing prices for electricity. Actually, ANRE has approved 
new tariffs for domestic consumers. These increases appear to be reasonable if the 
major suppliers have increased delivery prices by over 10%. As far as we know, 
Moldova imports over 50% of the electricity, mostly from Ukraine, which even already 
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announced increases in tariffs for electricity supplied to Moldova. So far, higher 
electricity price won’t have serious impact on population, because it more or less 
correlates with the purchase price, which is not exaggerated.  
 
At the same time, the government should come up with solutions for categories of 
persons in need, but not through compensations, as it is done now, because this aid 
only postpone the problem from an increase of tariffs to another and does not solve it. 
Perhaps the differentiation on categories of people (as well as on the voltage levels if to 
proceed as in some European countries) would be one of the solutions in this regard. 
However, it would be better if the authorities would find measures to increase people's 
purchasing capacity; it is actually about the budgetary employees in particular, rising the 
incomes, the wages. Here we think a series of reforms hover that are tied together, 
reform of wages, pension, etc. It is particularly this issue that should be thought very 
seriously, because trends are known: fuel, electricity will not be cheape5, and fairly large 
gap in purchasing power among certain categories of persons in Moldova is quite high.  
 
Rising costs of energy resources is a global phenomenon. In addition, for the state 
budget a higher price for fuel is not necessarily bad news, which in turn would bring 
higher incomes from excise duties, and therefore higher incomes in the state treasury. 
Moreover, higher excise taxes on petroleum products contributed to the nominal 
increase of revenues from excise duties, at least so far. And it is unlikely that the 
government will touch the excise, i.e. to lower them, as rumours lately say. A solution in 
this regard for example would be to reduce excise duty for farmers and agricultural 
producers for certain periods of the year, for spring or autumn works, sowing, ploughing, 
when in fact massive amounts of fuel are used.  
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